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From The President 
Our February Business Meeting was another busy one, but with 


ms fewer members attending than usual, due to a glitch on our 
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Remember: 


Ham Radio Is a Contact Sport! 


website that announced the wrong date for the meeting. That 
was corrected later, but some members missed the corrected 
announcement by email. The lesson is that we should all visit our 
website and read our FLARC emails more often. 


Dave deCoons WO2X, Chairman of the Technical Committee, 
reported on several important developments. 


e The 4G hotspot we had been using for our Zoom meetings 
has been replaced by a 5G device, adding bandwidth and 
improving Zoom coverage as well as Wifi access. Best of 
all, the club will enjoy a considerable savings on the cost 
by using a different carrier. 


e The Technical Committee is investigating a possible 
relocation of the club’s repeater for increased coverage. 
Two sites are under study, one of them is in Fair Lawn, 
offering much greater height and centrally located. 
Further study is required, followed by expected 
negotiations with Fair Lawn Borough officials for the use 
of this site. 


Noel Pagan W2MSA reported that our Winter Field Day was a 
great success. Although it was a rainy weekend, our members 
were kept comfortable and dry thanks to the Pompton Lakes 
CERT team, who loaned us the use of their communications 
vehicle, parked at Memorial Park. Winter Field Day included: 


e = Asatellite contact for bonus points 
e Ademonstration of WinLink for more bonus points 
e A Fox Hunt, for even more bonus points 


e A raw score of more than 12,000 points, not including 
bonus points, which will result in a higher final score 
when calculated by the Winter Field Day sponsors 


e Important practical lessons were learned in solving some 
unexpected technical challenges. This knowledge will 
prove valuable for avoiding potential problems on future 
Field Days and especially during real emergencies 


e A good time was had by all, with both FLARC and Pompton 
Lakes CERT members cooperating well in the effort 


Noel W2MSA also reported that the satellite, WinLink, and Fox 
Hunt were enjoyed by all, and that our new member 
Jerry KE2CJU, who upgraded to General Class only hours before, 


Continued on next page. 


Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club newsletter * The Resonator * February 2024 


made his first ham radio contact at Winter Field Day. Steve 
WI2W added that everyone had an opportunity to make 
contacts for the club. 


| wish to personally thank Noel W2MSA for once again 
organizing a great Winter Field Day, as well as thanks to all 
who participated. Also, on behalf of the club, | offer our 
thanks to the Pompton Lakes CERT team for the generous 
use of their communications vehicle. Additional thanks are 
due to Mike KD2YEW for making the arrangements with the 
Pompton Lakes CERT group. 


Jim W2JC reported that the latest club Roster has been posted in 
the FILES section of the club’s groups.io system, and that it is 
available for download by members. 


W2)JC also reminded members that Jim N2JLF has organized a 
“meet and greet” for persons seriously interested in 
EMCOMM on Saturday, February 24th in Fairfield, and that 
further details will be provided for those expressing interest. 
[See column on right > ] 


Thom Guida W2NZ reported on the club’s YouTube channel. 
In the past 28 days, we reached an all time high of 1,303 
subscribers. A further breakdown of the past four years of 
YouTube activity, and a list of the most watched programs 
has been published in the Minutes of the February meeting, 
with further comments on these figures by Jim W2JC. 


At this point, the club still does not have a Field Day Chairman 
for our June Field Day operation. No member volunteered to 
be Chairman at the meeting, but Dave WO2X suggested that if 
enough members are willing to contribute to various functions 
on Field Day, no Chairman may be needed; just separate 
committees handling each functional area. 


On a suggestion by Nomar NP4H, a special Field Day meeting 
will take place on Tuesday, February 6th at the club. It is 
expected that enough ideas will be exchanged to work out 
details covering the various assignments required, and that 
possibly a Chairman will emerge from that meeting to 
coordinate the operation. One thing is certain, though, that 
Skip KD2BRV will be our Chief Cook and Bottle Washer, ably 
assisted by Judith KC2LTM and Fred W2ABE. Thanks to you 
all, for what would Field Day be without food? 


Another position that needs filling is Hamfest Chairman. 
Volunteers were asked for, but there was no response. 
It looks like we’re going to need another brainstorming 
session, like that for Field Day. 


A summary of additional Committee activity follows: 


Administrative Committee — Jim W2KNG reports that the 
Committee met via Zoom, and it has begun investigating 
possible incorporation of the club, its legal ramifications and 
responsibilities. The Committee will also undertake a 
possible rewrite of the club’s By Laws. 


Treasurer’s Report — David KD2MOB was unable to attend the 
meeting, but his report was given by Jim W2KNG. If you have 
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EmComm SIG Updates 
[Emergency Communications via Ham Radio] 


Amateur radio operators use their training, skills, and equipment to 
provide communications during emergencies. Hams serve our 
communities when storms or other disasters damage critical 
communication infrastructure, including cell towers, and wired and 
wireless networks. Amateur radio can function completely 
independently of the internet and phone systems. An amateur radio 
station can be set up almost anywhere in minutes. Hams can quickly 
raise a wire antenna in a tree or on a mast, connect it to a radio and 
power source, and communicate effectively with others. 


Re-organization meeting for 
Northeast NJ EmComm Groups 


(Meet & Greet) on Feb. 24, 2024 09:30 
at the Fairfield Red Cross HQ, 209 Fairfield Rd, 
Fairfield, NJ 07004 


We will get to know each other, discuss Training 
opportunities and the way forward with the Team. 


Each of you brings a certain talent and level of knowledge 
to the Team. It is my and the leadership of ARES mission 
to develop and train our Team to be useful in a time of 
need or emergency — helping our clients or the 
community. 


That being said, some of our Team may be asked to 
deploy to fulfill those needs at places like Shelters, 
Community Centers, Hospitals, etc. 


Don't worry if you're not able to deploy; we can use you in 
other ways to move Traffic from Station to Station. We 
recently reestablished a relationship with one of our 
clients, the Red Cross. A Memorandum of Understanding 
[MOU] was signed earlier this year. 


After that the NJ Red Cross and NJ ARES had a Simulated 
Emergency Test on Oct. 14, 2023. It was a great learning 
experience for all involved. Starting in 2024 we will 
address the issues that came up during the exercise. That 
is why | am cleaning up the ARES Roster and asking for 
your re-commitment to the ARES Team. 


Relief and Emergency Assistance groups have evolved 
with technology and these days we need to proficient with 
such things as ICS Forms, ARC Forms, WinLink, Radiograms 
and Echolink. 


| know this is a Volunteer Organization so | appreciate 
whatever you are able to contribute to the Team. | am 
going to request "ONE" mandatory in person meeting 
(Meet & Greet) on Feb. 24, 2024 09:30 at the 
Fairfield Red Cross HQ, 209 Fairfield Rd, Fairfield, NJ 
07004. 


We will get to know each other, discuss Training 
opportunities and the way forward with the Team. 
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AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


AMATEUR RADIO TESTING BY THE FAIR LAWN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


On February 17, 2024 the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club will continue 
amateur radio test sessions on a modified basis. 


These sessions will be held at the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. 
The location is at 10-10 20th Street, Fair Lawn, NJ 
The session starts at 9:15 AM. 


A document will be provided to you prior to the date to indicate the time assigned to you. 


You must have it with you to take the test. 


Prior to Testing: 
Send an email to WA2WL@arrl.net requesting to book your spot. 


PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED ~ NO WALK-INS ACCEPTED. 


Upon Arrival: 


You must have a government issued ID such as a valid driver’s license or passport, 
a filled out Form 605, and 3 filled out copies of the FCC CSCE form. 


Please Bring With You: 
You MUST bring and WEAR personal PPE items including a face mask. 
2 pens and 2 pencils. None will be provided to you, due to possible virus transmission. 


Your FRN number, and (if licensed) a copy of your ham license or 
a valid CSCE (Certificate of Successful Completion Exam). 


Additionally, the $15.00 exam fee. This is payable in cash (exact amount is a must). 


For information and scheduling, please contact: 
Bill Leger WA2WL 


wa2wl@protonmail.com 
Visit our website at www.FairLawnARC.org and http://bit.ly/FLARC-Testing 
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Notable Hams by Jim Jalil W2KNG 


This column features notable hams both past 
and present. No list of notable hams can be 
complete without the inclusion of a man who 
has done more than any ham in the last 50 
years to change ham radio and the way many 
hams enjoy communicating over the air. We are 
of course speaking of one of the most 
recognized ham radio operators in the world, 
Joe Taylor K1JT. 


Joe Taylor K1JT 
As is the case with many notable ham radio 
operators, Joe Taylor has been consistently 
open, vocal and clear about how much ham 
radio has meant to him and how important ham 
radio has been to his success in life. 


Like many young boys and girls in the mid 20" 
century, Joe Taylor and his brother began their 
journey into radio, and science, by building 
simple crystal radio sets. Many FLARC members 
may recall the thrill they felt of winding copper 
wire around a cardboard cylinder, poking a 
safety pin onto a crystal and hearing music 
through a set of earphones. It was magic to 
many and it was magic to Joe Taylor. 


That magic never left him. Eventually it would 
not only be music played by Cousin Brucie on 
WABC in New York he would hear. Eventually he 
would hear music from the cosmos. 
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Joe continued to experiment with radio as a boy, 
scavenging parts from old television sets and 
building all manner of home brew radio 
equipment. He obtained his Novice license at the 
age of 13, KN2ITP. He has held a series of 
additional call signs over the years, K2ITP, 
WA1LXQ, WLIHFV and of course his most well 
known call sign, K1IT. 


Ham radio is so important to Joe Taylor, that when 
he spent time in Australia doing scientific research, 
he obtained an Australian Amateur Radio license, 
VK2B IX. 


Educated at Haverford College and then obtaining 
a PhD in physics from Harvard, Joe began his 
career as a Professor of Physics at the University of 
Massachusetts, eventually landing at Princeton. 


In his post doctoral years Joe gravitated to 
cosmology and astronomy . This is where Amateur 
Radio laid the foundation for his greatest 
achievement. Since the time of Galileo, humans 
had looked to the sky using telescopes — relying on 
visible light. 


As a ham radio operator Joe Taylor, among others 
who had come before, realized that much 
information concerning the cosmos could be 
gleaned not just from photons in the visible light 
spectrum but from radio waves at the radio 
frequency spectrum. 


Using the massive Arecibo Telescope in Puerto 
Rico, Joe and graduate student Russell Hulse began 
to probe the universe at the radio frequency 
spectrum, focusing particularly on pulsars (rapidly 
spinning collapsing stars). 


Using observations at the radio frequency 
spectrum of a binary pulsar system Joe, along with 
Russell Hulse, showed that gravitational radiation 
existed in amounts and with properties predicted 
by Albert Einstein and his theory of general 
relativity. 


In 1993 Joe Taylor K1JT and Russell Hulse were 
awarded the Noble Prize in Physics for this work, 


Continued on next page. 
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Notable Hams, continued 


an honor he shares with some of the greatest 
scientific minds of the modern world, including 
Albert Einstein himself. 


Cg. Sines 
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K1JT Receiving the Nobel Prize 


In his official Nobel Prize biography, there for all the 
world to see, is this quote: “[my brother and 1] built 
crystal sets, taught each other the code, bought the 
ARRL Handbook and built radios from junk TV sets. 
We were licensed [as ham radio operators] ...when 
| was 13.” 


This quote in his official biography is remarkable, or 
perhaps not so to us hams, in the credit he accords 
amateur radio as the foundation of his interest in 
science, radio and the first rung on his ladder to 
SUCCeSS. 


Ham radio is not something Joe Taylor once did, or 
how he passes his free time. It is something he is 
passionate about to this day. Several years ago 
Joe began to consider how radio astronomy 
technology and learning could be applied to 
ham radio. 


Radio astronomy relies heavily on digital weak signal 
recognition. Joe wondered how that technology 
might apply to and_ benefit ham _ radio 
communication. 
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After years of development he put together a 
computer program called WSJT (Weak Signal Joe 
Taylor), which has since become an open 
software protocol, for the reception of weak 
signals through computer digital — signal 
processing. 


Joe K1JT Operating 


While not everyone has accepted the WSJT 
modes such as FT4 and FT8 with open arms, if not 
some skepticism with respect to its automated 
formatting structure, many others have 
enthusiastically embraced this new technology. 


Putting that aside, there can be no doubt that we 
as hams can take great pride in having a world 
renowned astrophysicist and Nobel Prize Laureate 
as not only a fellow ham but a strong supporter 
and advocate for ham radio. 


More than that, Joe Taylor is a role model. 
We often speak of bringing more youth into ham 
radio. There can be no doubt that sharing the 
story of a boy who began tinkering with radios 
and obtaining a ham radio license at 13, then 
using ham radio as a stepping stone to a career in 
science and technology that eventually led to a 
Nobel Prize is, if not a compelling, certainly an 
interesting story for a young person to hear. 


We as hams can take great pride in the 
achievements of our fellow ham, Joe Taylor K1JT, 
whose interest in radio as a boy led to his opening 
a window into the cosmos for all humanity. 


Joe Taylor K1JT, Nobel Prize Laureate 
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Name Badges Update 


As approved at our business meeting, 
The Sign Man of Baton Rouge is now the 
approved vendor of FLARC name badges. 


The order form will appear on the Sign Man's 
site and orders can be taken. 


https://thesignman.com 


2024 Dues Are Due 

Dues for 2024 will be accepted by the club starting on 
December 1st with the 2023 Annual Meeting. There 
are no changes to dues for the upcoming year. 


Please makes checks payable to: 
“Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club” 
and send them to: 


Fair Lawn ARC 

— Attn: Treasurer 
10-10 20" Street 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 


Please include a member application form with your 
$25 check regardless of your member status. 
It can be found near the back of this newsletter. 
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The Resonator |s Now Archived! 

Ever wanted to search for something in The Resonator? 
Maybe a member profile. Perhaps a past Street Fair. Even 
who participated at Field Day in 2017. 


Now you can. The Resonator has now been accepted as part of 
the Digital Library of Amateur Radio and Communications. 
DLARC is a project of the Internet Archive (the not-for-profit 
online library best known for The Wayback Machine.) DLARC is 
growing to be a massive online library of the past and present of 
ham radio and related communications. It is funded by a grant 
from Amateur Radio Digital Communications. 


When you need to find something, go to: 
https://archive.org/details/flarc-resonator 


You can use the search "text contents” field to do a full-text 
search on all issues or click “Date Published” to see them 
sorted by publication date. 


You know out little newsletter is cool. 
Now a lot more hams around the world will as well. 


Get Direct With FLARC! 


Here is a direct link to specific club info: just a click away! 


http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 
http://auction.FairLawnARC.org 
htip://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
http ://calendar.FairLawnARC.org 
htip://events.FairLawnARC.org 
http://exams.FairLawnARC.org 
http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 
http://news.FairLawnARC.org 
http://swap.FairLawnARC.org 
http://tech.FairLawnARC.org 
http://youtube.FairLawnARC.org 


https://groups.io/g/FairLawnARC 


Online License Testing! 


Are you looking to get your license or upgrade without 
leaving your home? All you need is a laptop computer 
with a video camera. 


Please check out http://hamstudy.org/session/K2sab 


for session information. 


If you have any questions, please contact me at 
k2sab@arrl.net 
73, 


Steven Boston K2SAB 


www.FairLawnARC.org Page 6 


Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club newsletter * The Resonator * February 2024 


The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio 


Why is FLARC New Jersey’s Most Exciting Radio Club? 


Annual and Special Events 


Field Day Special Even 

Winter Field Day Public Service Activities 
World Amateur Radio Day Public Events 

Portable Day Ham fests and Auctions 


Earth and Environmental Days Foxhunts 


Field Trips Contests 
Club Exchanges Youth Activities and more 


There Is Something Every Night At FLARC! 


Monday: Near and Far Net 
Tuesday: DMR Net and Open House at the clubhouse 


Wednesday: ARES/RACES Net 

Thursday: Tech Net 

Friday: Open House at the clubhouse or Kawfee Tawk Speaker Series (Monthly via Zoom) 
Weekends: Open House at the clubhouse, POTA and other station activations, Contests, Foxhunts 


Special Interest Groups 


Portable Ops (POTA, SOTA, etc.) Monitoring: SWL and other listening 
DX: Chase the rare ones Contesting 

Digital Voice: DMR and other modes EMCOMM 

FT8: Plus, other WSJTX modes Radio Direction Finding 

Satellite: Also, for weather interests Raspberry pi, Arduino 


Plus: 


An award-winning newsletter 
A five-position operating station clubhouse Monthly speaker programs 
An active repeater—W2N PT linked with NJ2BS. Educational programs and activities 


New antennas on the roof Active in-person and social networking 


Monthly VE testing An extensive video education archive 


That is Why FLARC Is the Most Exciting Club Around! 


Come join us in-person or via Zoom for more activities, speakers, and projects! 


www.fairlawnarc.org F3 3) YouTube iv 
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The Club Fair Lawn ARC is the fastest growing ham club around, 
with five operating positions in a permanent clubhouse. Visitors and 
guests are always welcome. The club is open every Friday night, 
except when there is a Business Meeting scheduled, from NLT 6:30 
PM. Business meetings are the first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 


2023 Officers, Committees and Assignments 


President 


Fred Belghaus 


KR2H 


Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Trustee 
Trustee 


Trustee 


Member Services 
Health & Welfare 


Marketing 


Program 


Video/YouTube 


Social Media 


Photographer 
Community Relations 


Field Day 


Hamfest 
Auction 
Activities Chair 
Education 
Youth Outreach 


Adult Outreach 


VE Testing 
Coordinator 


Special Events 
Contests 

FLARC Historian 
Webmaster 


Technical Chair 


EmComm 
RACES/ARES Director 
RACES/ARES Liaison 


Newsletter Editor 
Newsletter Publisher 


Club Station Manager 
Quartermaster 
W2NPT Trustee 

NK2H Trustee 


Robert Marchini 
David Gotlib 
Jim Jalil 

Brian Cirulnick 
Judith Shaw 


Lowell “Van” VantSlot 


Judith Shaw 
Nomar Vizcarrondo 
Jim Cooper 

[open] 

Thom Guida 


Brian Duddy 
Thom Guida 
Dave Marotti 


Giovanni Lucero 


Gene Ottenheimer 
Dave Gotlib 


[open] 
[open] 


Brian Cirulnick 
Bill Leger 


Judith Shaw 


Bill Kelly 
Paul Brennan 


Robert Marchini 
Lowell “Van” VantSlot 
Jim Cooper 


Bill Leger 


James Gallo 
Lowell Vant Slot 
Fred Belghaus 
Jim Cooper 


Dave deCoons 


Jim Breheny 
Dave Gotlib 
Steve Wraga 


Jim Jalil 
Jim Cooper 


Noel Pagan 
Fred Wawra 
Jim Cooper 
Ed Efchak 


KD2SOG 
KD2MOB 
W2KNG 
KD2KLN 
KC2LTM 
W2DLT 


KC2LTM 


NP4H 
Ww2JC 


W2NZ 


N2BTD 
W2NZ 
NK2Q 


K2GIO 


wo2w 
KD2MOB 


KD2KLN 
WA2WL 


KC2LTM 


NB1LL 
N6FB 


KD2SOG 


W2DLT 
Ww2JC 


WA2WL 


KB2FMH 
W2DLT 

KR2H [W2AAB] 
w2Jc 


WwO2X 


N2JLF 
KD2MOB 
WA2BYX 


W2KNG 
Ww2JC 


W2MSA 
W2ABE 
w2Jc 
WX2R 


President serves as ex officio to all committees 
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Want a Call Sign License Plate? 


Amateur Radio (Ham operators) license plates 
may be purchased for a $15 fee, for passenger 
vehicles, but not for commercial vehicles or 
motorcycles. (Applicants must be licensed by the 


- Federal Communications Commission.) 


Call MVC at 609.292.6500 or (toll 
NJ) 888.486.3339 to request an application. 


free in 


The club has applications from time to time. If you 
would like an application, visit the “contact us” 
page, and we’ll get one out to you.. or find the 
form and detailed instructions at: 


https://www.state.nj.us/mvc/pdf/vehicles/SP-23.pdf 


@ AMATEUR RADIO . _ 


Letters: 
A New Addition to The Resonator 


The editor has received a lot of nice notes, letters and 
comments about this newsletter and the club in 
general. We have not published them in the past but 
going forward we will at least try. 


Here are the grounds rules: 


e Please keep all comments as brief 
and succinct as possible. 
No personal attacks. 
No political rants. 
No comments promoting violence, racism, 
religious intolerance, vulgarity, obscenity, 
or other such discourteous behavior. 
The Editor reserves the right to exclude any 
comments that violate our guidelines and 
may subject the writer to further disciplinary 
action by the club. 


PAY YOUR 
DUES NOW! 
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A QSL card ts the final 
courtesy of an amateur 
radio contact. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QSL_card 


SIG Group Membership 


as of January 27, 2024 

mm: Here is an update on the roster of Special Interest 
Groups...many groups have increased in size during 
the last month. About 45% of all members have 

Hidetsugu Yagi's 130th Birthday Google Doodle joined at least one group. 

EMCOMM 11 

Contesting 14 

Digital Voice 30 

Monitoring 25 

DX 

Facebook: http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org ETS 

Satellite 

Portable Ops 

: Radio Astronomy 

Blog: http://blog.FairLawnARC.org Raspberry pi 

Direction Finding 

FLARC General 


Website: http://FairLawnARC.org Sign up for a group... or .. 


why not start one? 


Follow FLARC ON THE WEB 


Twitter: @FairLawnARC 


Youtube: http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or; 


Contact webmaster@FairLawnARC.org 
if you would like to start a new 


Special Interest Group. 
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The Clubhouse 
Is Open 
Three Fridays 


In February!! 


February 2 CLOSED - Business Meeting 
at Fair Lawn Senior Center 
February 9 OPEN 
February 16 OPEN 
February 23 OPEN 


Pop-Up Tuesdays are now in-person at the club 
as well as in the Zoom-room. 


The club will follow all borough COVID-19 requirements for these events. 


Pop-Up Tuesday informal "ragchew" 
TUESDAY at 19:00 EDT in ZOOM-room 
and live AT THE CLUB. 
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Editor’s Corner 


There is an old saying that if you ask three hams a 
question, you'll get four opinions. We hams always seem 
to have an opinion about everything connected with 
amateur radio. A perfect example relates to vertical 
antennas. Some swear by them for their low angle of 
radiation and omni-directivity and others dismiss them 
with the old adage, “vertical antennas radiate poorly in all 
directions.” So it is with amateur radio, every issue seems 
to have as many sides and opinions as there are hams. 


However, what is compelling, and frankly refreshing, 
about these kinds of discussions and arguments, is they 
are healthy..... when done with a smile. When done that 
way these arguments are not only healthy but even 
productive. What is not healthy, nor productive, are 
arguments which become personal and vitriolic. 


Sadly this is not a new phenomenon. In my lifetime as a 
ham | can recall controversies which split amateur radio 
to the core and left deep and lasting scars. A few come to 
mind. When | was first licensed in 1963 the General Class 
license conveyed all amateur privileges. The Amateur 
Extra Class existed, but there was no benefit, privilege- 
wise, to having that license. Then in the mid-1960s the 
FCC, supported by the ARRL, proposed something called 
“incentive licensing,” which took amateur privileges away 
from the General Class license and instituted a tiered 
privilege system, from Novice, Technician, through 
General, a new class, the Advanced Class, and reserved 
all amateur privileges to the Amateur Extra Class. 


Those who were hams in those days may recall the fury, 
the fierce debate, “incentive licensing” caused. These 
arguments were often not done with a smile, and, among 
other things, invoked the shop-worn arrow, pulled out of 
the quiver every so often, that this was....the death of 
amateur radio or at least the death of the ARRL. 
Incentive licensing shook amateur radio to the core, and, 
as is often the case, the ARRL was at the center of the 
argument and the recipient of untold calumny and vitriol. 


But incentive licensing was not the death of amateur 
radio, or the ARRL. Ham radio not only survived, it 
flourished. This is not to say that those opposed to 
incentive licensing were wrong. In fact, truth be told, | 
myself was opposed to it. The points raised by those 
opposed to incentive licensing were valid and well 
taken... as well as were the points proposed by those in 
favor of inventive licensing. What was disturbing in 
retrospect was not the argument, which was valid and 
proper, but the intensity, the ferocity, the vitriol, of the 
debate. It was not incentive licensing which left a wound 
that took years to heal, it was the debate itself, and the 
nature of that debate, which took years to heal. 
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The next major ham-splitting event in my lifetime as a 
ham was the removal of the Morse Code requirement to 
obtain a ham license. The debate was once again 
ferocious and intense. Once again the arrow of “the 
death of amateur radio flew.” The intensity of the debate 
mirrored that of incentive licensing in its ferocity and 
intensity, if not also in its vitriol. 


But it was not the death of amateur radio. Ham radio 
survived and flourished. Again, however, this is not to say 
those opposed to code-less licensing were wrong. They 
had valid and legitimate points on their side, as did those 
who supported code-less licensing. What was disturbing, 
once again, was not the debate, it was the intensity, the 
ferocity of the debate. Once again, it was not the issue 
itself which left lasting scars on ham radio, it was the 
debate itself. 


A more recent debate, though less intense, has centered 
on digital modes such as FT8, and the allocation of 
spectrum to that mode. There are those who hail digital 
modes as the best innovation since hams abandoned the 
spark-gap. Other question whether it is even ham radio 
at all. This debate has not fallen to the level of previous 
controversies, but there have been times when tempers 
have flared. 


We all love ham radio. Perhaps it is that deep love of 
ham radio that engenders the level of vitriol and personal 
attacks that controversies, such as the examples cited 
above, have engendered. But we should recognize that 
those on the other side of each argument love ham radio 
too. No one wants to destroy ham radio and no one 
wants to destroy the ARRL. What we have are differences 
of opinion. There is nothing in the least wrong with that. 
Differences of opinion are normal and have been part of 
amateur radio from its earliest days. In fact, differences 
of opinion are healthy, because it is often through the 
crucible of debate that a proper result is achieved. It is 
how those differences of opinion are argued and 
debated which transforms legitimate and healthy debate 
into something ugly and not in the best interests of 
amateur radio. 


Let us debate and argue, which is in the finest tradition of 
ham radio. But let us try always to do it with a smile, with 
mutual respect and decorum. We all love ham radio. 
Because of that, and not in spite of it, we should respect 
fellow hams, and respect different points of view. 


By the way, | have a vertical antenna and | love it. But if 
someone wants to disagree... 


Jim Jalil W2KNG 
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Vast Archive of 
FLARC Activities and Info 


Members are reminded that we have a large 
archive of YouTube videos of our previous 
many years of Kawfee Tawk™ presentations, 
which cover many aspects of ham radio. Our 
mostly unsung hero club videographer, Thom 
W2NZ, has spent thousands of hours of his 
own time creating really professional quality 
videos of these 167 presentations. Visit our 
club YouTube page and you will see all of 
them listed on the main page, at 
http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or 


Another large and rather unused archive is 
that of our seven years of the club newsletter, 
The Resonator. They provide a nice historical 
record of the many activities of FLARC over the 
years, as well as lots of useful info about ham 
radio and electronics. The entire archive is at 
http://newsletters.FairLawnARC.or 


And don’t forget the FILES area of our groups.io 
website, where useful and important info is saved: 


https://fairlawnarc.groups.io/g/main/files 


Renew Your ARRL Dues... 
Send Free Money to FLARC! 


The ARRL has a great program to support affiliated 
clubs in that it sends part of your dues back to the 


club if you renew through the club. 


So... when you get your ARRL renewal, send both 
your check and your renewal application to our 
trusty Treasurer, who will take care of getting your 
renewal to Newington and a fat check for $5.00 
back to FLARC. 


Nothing can be simpler... 
you just have to remember!! 


Print and use the 
form on page 33 
of this issue of 


The Resonator 
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Club Apparel — 
Get Them While They're RED! 


Club apparel is always in vogue. Red is always 
"in" and your club friends all have them... you 
want a shirt or jacket for the next FLARC event! 
Great for Field Day! 


easy to order. 
www.hamthreads.com 
arel.FairLawnARC.or, 


Don't  forget.... they're 
Go__—ito 


or visit http://a 


Check out the item selection that is posted on 
the FLARC website (with pictures and prices). 
Order the shirts or other items you want with 
either the regular FLARC logo or the still-cool 
60th anniversary logo. Note: RED is the primary 
and preferred club standard shirt color. 


And why not WEAR your nice red shirt when you 
come to the club, especially for meetings and 
events. 


ca ee eee saline 
It’s easy to spot FLARC members 
wearing their red club shirts ! 


Ham Radio Is Contagious 
And It Won’t Make You Sick!! 


2024 FLARC Nets On The 
W2NPT Repeater: 


Near and Far Net Mondays at 8PM 


W2NPT and NJ2BS Repeaters 
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Special Note: As non-profit, the IRS now requires 
that we disclose annually the use of paid lobbyists to our 
members and indicate approximately what percentage of 
their dues goes toward that. 0% of your dues payment will 
be used by the club to directly pay a lobbyist firm to lobby 
on behalf of all our members regarding pending legislation 
that impacts our hobby. 


NEWHAMS.INFO 


Training, information, and encouragement for new amateur radio operators. 


https://newhams. info/ 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 


Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur 
equipment to the club when someone has become a Silent Key. 
But it can be more. Club members might consider making a gift 
through a will or trust; gifts that help provide lifetime income to 
the club. Consult with your lawyer, estate planner or tax advisor 
if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


About The Club 


The Resonator is published monthly and is the official (and 
only) newsletter of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. FLARC 
was established in 1956 and has met continuously since 
inception. The club is sponsored by the Borough of Fair 
Lawn. The club meets every Friday, except when a Business 
Meeting is scheduled, at 6PM at the club station in The Fair 
Lawn Community Center, 10-10 20th Street, Fair Lawn, NJ. 
Business meetings are the first Friday of the month at 
7:30 PM at the Fair Lawn Senior Center, and on Zoom. 


Visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome at our meetings. 


FLARC operates the W2NPT repeater (145.470- PL167.9) 
located high atop the Community Center. The analog 
repeater is open to all amateurs for use without 
restrictions. 


The club has nearly two hundred paid members. 
Dues are currently $25 per year; 

$20 for new members. 
For more information, please see our website, at 


http://membership.FairLawnARC.or, 


All content in The Resonator is protected by copyright ©2024. 
No other use without permission. 
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Content and opinions expressed by 
contributors do not necessarily reflect the 
policies of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club, 
its Officers or members. Contributors grant 
express permission to FLARC to distribute 
articles in this or any issue of The Resonator. 
Authors also grant express permission for the 
use and/or repurposing of these articles, in 
part or in full, in other publications with credit 
to the original author and to The Resonator. 
All material is copyright ©2024-02-05. Do not 
copy or reproduce any of this material without 
the written permission of FLARC. 


a PP CCPC CHEE E EEE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE ODEO EEE HEED EOE EEE E EEE EEE EEE EE EELS 


hanks! 


for your 
Support// 


: This is YOUR club.... Be a part of it !! 


FAIR LAWN'S 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER! 


With Our Antennas On The Roof! 
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President’s Message, continued. FLARC December 16. 2023 
+] 


not yet paid your 2024 dues, please use the form and : 
instructions at the end of this Resonator. VE Testing Results 


Station Manager — Noel W2MSA reports that equipment 

used on Winter Field Day has been returned to the club, With VE testing back on schedule, Bill WA2WL reports 
either at their respective operating positions or in the the following results: 

storage area downstairs. 


Quartermaster — Fred W2ABE will work with Borough _|fiillllllliNamel/0] Sicalll)|iticense’Earned) 


officials at the Community Center to clean up the storage Thomas Daly KE2CPS Technician 


area downstairs, and that he will begin adding the oe 
equipment stored downstairs to the rest of the club’s Shachar Melamed KE2CPN Technician 


inventory records. Andrew Parrish KE2CPO General 


Near and Far Net — Brian KD2KLN reported on net activity, Jerry Potschantek KE2CJU General * 
and has proposed the addition of another club net on Igor Tiskov KE2CQE Technician 
6 meter SSB. Those expressing interest in the proposed 
6 meter net are advised to contact him. 


ISS Demonstration — Steve WI2W reported that plans are 
underway to have a demonstration of communication with 
the International Space Station at the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary School in Wayne this Fall. Steve will be working with 
former Hudson Division Director Ria N2RJ in this effort. The 
club will assist and provide manning of the backup station. 
Tests have shown that the demonstration will be successful. See page 3 of this Resonator copy, and also the 
FLARC website for the latest details. 


Testing for next month will be at the 
Fair Lawn Recreation Center. 


Activities — Judith KC2LTM was appointed Activities 
Chairperson to spearhead an effort of finding out what 


additional activities club members would be interested in. Ten Special Interest Groups [SIGs] 


This would involve contacting members and asking what 
might result in their greater participation in the club. 

Special Interest Groups — Jim W2JC reported that although A new SIG—Radio Direction Finding—has started 
some SIGs are very active, a few have shown very little under the tutelage of Bob KD2BKD. Club interest 
activity, and may cease to exist without further participation. continues to grow in the SIGs. 

Steve WI2W and Nomar NP4H suggested that the organizers 


be contacted, in hopes of the club assisting in improving ; . . 
interest in these groups. Judith KC2LTM, acting as Activities Another recently formed SIG is for those interested in 


Chairperson, offered to help in this effort. Along these lines, Raspberry Pi and Arduino projects, but now includes 
Karl W2KBF said that the club he belongs to in the DoltYourself (DIY)/Makers kit building, 3D printing 


Swedesboro area opens each meeting by asking what their and similar topics — also managed by KD2BKD. 
members are working on, and that this often sparks a 
conversation among members leading to others becoming 
interested in trying new activities themselves. 


Already Formed: Any Others? 


A list of all of the current SIGs is shown on page 6. 


Technical Committee — As President, | requested the 
Committee look into a number of building projects for the 
members, from simple to complex, and covering a variety of 
interest areas such as Arduino, SDR, and simple but practical 
projects such as building antennas with common materials. e Radio Propagation 

Itwas also requested that bench areas in the club be e Antennas and how they work 
designated for projects, and not become storage areas. 


Other possible groups, from the member survey, 
include: 


e Ham radio software 

Health and Welfare — Judith KC2LTM reported that one e Technical assistance to club members 
Sympathy card was sent out during the month of January 

for the passing of a member's relative. Anyone interested in leading any of these groups...? 


The February meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm and 8 


members adjourned to our usual pizza parlor for an evening Please contact webmaster @FairLawnARC.org 
treat. — 73, Fred KR2H 
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FLARC Satellite SIG 


SIG Special Interest Group for those 
interested in amateur radio satellites, as well 
as others like weather, GPS, etc. 


| was bored out of my mind, while in quarantine in 
my bedroom. | retrofitted this tripod so | could 
mount my arrow antenna. 


Just needs some finishing. — Noel W2MSA 


NP4H Nomar’s first satellite contact 
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On October 4, 1957 the world was stunned to learn that 
a man-made object was circling the earth. That object 
was of course Sputnik 1. Older hams may remember 
hearing the distinctive “beep beep beep” that was sent 
by Sputnik 1’s four antenna array. Not long after the 
shock of Sputnik 1 wore off there began a frenzy of 
activity for the United States to catch up to the Russians 
in the “space race.” This led directly to President 
Kennedy’s challenge in 1961 to send a manned mission 
to the moon before the end of the decade 
(accomplished on July 20, 1969). 


Amateur radio operators, however, took note of 
Sputnik 1 and began to consider the possibility of using 
an orbiting satellite for radio communication. Hams 
went from looking up at trees for the placement of 
antennas to looking up into the night sky for the 
placement of an orbiting antenna. 


On December 12, 1961 the first amateur radio satellite 
was launched: OCSAR 1 (Orbiting Satellite Carrying 
Amateur Radio). OSCAR 1 was the first satellite to enter 
into an orbit separate from the launch rocket. Lasting 
only 22 days, OSCAR 1 was important for many reasons, 
not the least of which establishing yet again the value 
of amateur radio, its right place in the world and its 
inestimable technological contribution to society. It was 
lessons learned from OSCAR 1 and subsequent ham 
radio satellites that paved the way for such 21st 
century conveniences as GPS and all forms of satellite 
communication. 


Since 1961, over 130 Amateur Radio satellites have 
been launched by hams in 30 countries. Of these 34 are 
currently operational. AMSAT, founded in 1969 and 
headquartered in Washington DC, is an organization 
with international affiliations dedicated to designing, 
building, finding launch possibilities, then maintaining 
ham radio satellites. 


Hams have been communicating using orbiting satellites 
since OSCAR 1 in 1961. It is now as much a part of ham 
radio as HF CW and VHF FM Repeaters. The technology 
and skill to communicate via an orbiting satellite is well 
within the capability of any licensed ham. Just as the 
photo on left, of our former President - Nomar NP4H - 
who has just recently made his first satellite 
communication, continuing a long tradition begun during 
the very earliest days of satellite technology. 


If ever you need a reason to be proud of ham radio, just 
point a hand held antenna and radio up at the sky and 
bounce a signal off an orbiting satellite. 


— Jim Jalil W2KNG 
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The Westchester Emergency Communications Assn. 
Box 831 Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591 


Www.weca.org 
2024 


Amateur General Ham Radio Class! 


WECA will be conducting its annual free preparatory class for the Amateur General FCC exam this 
spring in-person at the Valhalla Fire Training Center 4 Dana Road in Valhalla, NY 10595 and via Zoom. 
The class will run for nine weeks starting Tuesday evening March 12" from 7-9:15 PM. Subsequent 
classes will be on Tuesday evenings per the schedule below. Ref. www.weca.org. Holders of the General 
license are permitted many additional frequency privileges including access to all HF bands. 


Please join us for this free interactive course taught by a team of knowledgeable Amateur Radio Operators 
from WECA. Instructors will be Amateur Extra and General Class license holders or others who have 
special knowledge of specific subject areas. The class will review the test pool questions and answers and 
provide explanations of the accompanying concepts. All are welcome to attend who wish to gain 
additional knowledge of amateur radio even if you do not expect to take the test or have a license. 


Texts: 

1. The ARRL General Class License Manual 10 Edition (includes access to on-line practice) 
2. The ARRL General Q&A Manual 7" Edition (Includes explanations for all questions.) 

Both are available from ARRL at: 

https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/ProductDetails/productId/2009476073 or from: 

Gene W2KJI at KJI Electronics, Cedar Grove, NJ: 973-571-1930; 

Gene is a reputable local ham radio dealer or from: 

Amazon- Be very sure to order the correct editions. 

1. Please purchase the License Manual and begin reading as soon as possible. 

2. The Q&A manual is also very helpful, but not required. 


Syllabus & Schedule: 


3/12. Tuesday Ch 1 The General Class License & Ham Radio 
Ch 2 Procedures and Practices 

3/19 Tuesday Ch 3 Rules and Regulations 

3/26 Tuesday Ch 4 Components and Circuits 

4/2 Tuesday Ch 5 Radio Signals and Equipment 

4/9 Tuesday Ch 1-5 Exercise: HF Station Install, Practice Net, Review 

4/16 Tuesday Ch 6 Digital Modes 

4/23 Tuesday Ch7 Antennas 

4/30 Tuesday Ch 8 Propagation 

5/7 Tuesday Ch 9 Electrical and RF Safety, Review 

5/9 Thursday VE Test Session 


FTC Closing Weather Number: 914-231-1615 (Zoom conducted even if FTC closes) 
Each class will have an instructor/facilitator who will be knowledgeable about the subject area and will involve 
others who can make contributions. If you would like to upgrade to Amateur General, please contact me by 
email at Education@WECA.org so I can register you and provide additional information. 


Larrie Sutliff/ W2UL WECA Education Director 
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Around the Shack 
— Hal Kennedy N4GG 


me GEARVAKf 


nue Bulletin 


It's time this column returned to ham radio humor. 
For over 50 years the GEARVAKf Bulletin (“The 'f' is 
silent”) was ground zero for ham-related parody, 
irreverence, nonsense and apocryphal commentary. 
Once seen it was not easily forgotten — for better or 
worse. In its own bizarre way it had impact. The 
bulletin began in the early 1960s; the final edition 
was in 2013 - probably. 


Circulation was limited, not by design but by the 
lackadaisical attitude that pervaded everything 
GEARVAKf-related. Everything. The header at the 
top of the front page (reproduced above) was 
something of a blurred mess. That's not a 
reproduction problem. It was a mess the day it was 
created. The messy header served better as a 
running gag than as a representation of a fine 
upstanding publication - since it never was. 


GEARVAKf stands for the Greater Enon 
Amateurradiovention and Kite Fly. It was started by 
Joe Ventolo K8DMZ and Joel Rose N8JR (sk). In the 
early 60s U.S. society and the ham radio community 
in particular were in a state of discord. The ARRL and 
the FCC had ginned-up “incentive licensing,” a 
system that included new license classes and the loss 
of privileges for some existing hams. It was adopted 
in 1964. To say the ham community was roiled 
would be an understatement. The Viet Nam war was 
raging at that time too. Joe and Joel decided 
everyone needed to lighten up a bit - from that 
GEARVAKf was born. 


K8DMZ continues to live at the same address in 
Enon, Ohio where he and Joel started GEARVAKf. Joe 
was in the editor's chair over the entire 50-plus year 
run. The bulletin always referred to Enon as “Greater 
Enon,” despite the population being 1,200. The 
Dayton Hamvention was held in Dayton until recently 
(now Xenia), a mere 23 minute drive from Enon. As 
short a distance as that is, and in keeping with 
GEARVAKf logic, the Dayton Hamvention was always 
bypassed as a bulletin distribution point in favor of 
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the Ft. Wayne hamfest - a three hour drive away. An 
armload of copies were given away in the flea market 
at Ft. Wayne every year. How many copies? This is 
GEARVAKf — nobody knows now because nobody 
knew then. 


Early editions were typed (think typewriter) onto 
mimeograph stencils. A mimeograph machine could 
produce about 200 copies from a stencil before it 
had to be retired. Sometimes, but not always, 
multiple stencils were created. The mimeograph 
process limited print quality and the size of print 
runs. 


The bulletin's page-two masthead remained stable 
over the years; although like everything else it 
sometimes wandered off-track into places 
unexpected. Here are excerpts of the GEARVAKf 
masthead: 


“The Editor is always right” 


Gearvakf is a prestigious ham radio and kite-flying 
organization. Members are selected only at the 
whim of the Gearvakf Secret Committee on 
Trusteeship, totally without regard to merit. 
Memberships are rarely granted. We discriminate 
indiscriminately. All life memberships are good for 
one year. Applications for membership are never 
accepted. 


The Gearvakf Bulletin is published by Gearvakf, which 
is not responsible for its contents, and is distributed 
only at selected hamfests. Subscriptions are not 
available. We welcome short articles in the Gearvakf 
“style” which, if published, will be credited to the 
author by call sign or other alias. We do not pay for 
articles. 


| became aware of GEARVAKf in 1980 and I'm still in 
touch with K8DMZ. | became an official GEARVAKf 
member in 1982 (figure 1 at end of article) in 
response to explicitly requesting | never be a 
member. 


Publication was erratic and unpredictable. Early-on 
there were two bulletins per year - spring and fall. By 
the 1990s there was one bulletin per year with 
additional “Special Late Breaking News” editions 
appearing at random. During the 1990s many 
editions had handwritten notes in the margins 
exclaiming “Last Edition — Ever!!” Those were always 
followed by the next edition. 


Continued on next page. 
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Around the Shack, Continued 


In addition to the Ft. Wayne handouts, the bulletin 
was mailed via the USPS until email became 
widespread. It was often copied and passed around 
at work in violation of company rules. USPS 
subscriptions were $1, which got you the next two 
editions. “Only send the amount of money you are 
prepared to lose” proclaimed GEARVAKf. 


Once distribution moved to email, the expense of 
paper and postage ended and the bulletin became 
free. In actuality it always was free, more or less 
(everything GEARVAKf-related is “more or less”). 
If you wanted one and had no dollar, you could get 
one. In keeping with the shoestring nature of the 
enterprise, bulletins came in a variety of sizes. 
The bulletin was printed on whatever paper K8BDMZ 
could scrounge up. Some were 8 % X 11, others were 
7X 81/2. My incomplete bulletin collection includes 
white, pink, blue and yellow paper. 


About 80% of the bulletin was written by volunteer 
authors — the rest by K8DMZ. My bulletin collection 
cites 43 contributors credited by callsign and five 
credited by name only. There were also articles 


credited to AMA64658, 6146B, 6L6GB, X, Operator 


14, KVM5149, 400 and Mitz 


(I think that's a cat). 


Common GEARVAKf foils included the ARRL (referred 
to as the LRRA), the FCC, the CB band, politicians and 
governing bodies (towns, counties, states, countries, 
HOAs). Anything and anyone in the news was fair 
game, but a lot of the content came straight from 
author's imaginations, unconnected to anything real. 
Sometimes a “Suspect Radio Sales” catalog was 
included. Part two of articles would appear, there 
never having been a part one. Wayne Green, 
W2NSD/1, complained he wasn't mentioned 
frequently enough (no kidding). 


Harry 


Running gags and a cast of fictional characters were a 
staple. Greater Enon was sometimes referred to as 
“Stagnant Pond.” Gorbinsky's Mushroom Farm 
catered hamfest dinners. 


Here are a few article titles: 
Mars could eat astronauts expert says 
EPA recommends wind powered aircraft 


Government shutdown stops worldwide 
ham radio communications 
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Ohio to tax Haley's comet 
Interview with Santa Claus 


FCC proposes sale of ham frequencies 
(prescient) 


Satellite dish good wok 
Humane traps for short antennas 
Two meter band explodes 


Guilt-stricken telephone companies eliminate 
charges 


Bulletin plans large-type edition for hearing 
impaired 


Traces of ancient 20 meter band unearthed 
Nomograph to accurately convert Hz into CPS 


High-test electricity for electric cars 
(prescient - Spring, 1982) 


Is Wayne Green trying to buy 220-222 MHz? 


40 meter band fire causes smoke damage 
on higher bands 


Vacuum shortage politicized 
Neon bulbs cause cancer 


Etc., etc., etc. There are hundreds of these. 


You get the idea. 


There was no guide for authors — hams and non-hams 
simply submitted articles when so moved. If you were 
a contributor you learned the GEARVAKf style by 
reading some of it. I'm still impressed at how 
consistent the tone of the articles is — it reads as if one 
person wrote it all. Joe Ventolo was a great editor. 


Much of the content was topical, insightful and 
prescient. None of it was profane. Personal attacks 
were verboten. Articles were usually 150 words or 
less with one and two-liners mixed in. Drawings, 
schematics, equations and photos appeared from 
time to time. 


One of 50-odd GEARVAKf articles | wrote is included 
below. It was the lead story in the November, 2007 
edition. K8DMZ told me he laughed so hard when he 
saw it that... well, you know. 


If you would like to see more, you can Google search 
“GEARVAKf”’ — unfortunately you will not find any 


Continued on next page. 
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Around the Shack, Continued 


complete editions, but you will find bulletin excerpts 
in the archives of various radio club newsletters. 


Disappearing Ham Bands Finally Explained 


The FCC confirmed yesterday that unidentified 
pranksters had started renumbering the ham bands 
during a solar storm last July. 


Choosing just the right moment, when the bands 
were dead, the miscreants moved the 23 cm band 
labels to 70 cm. They then took the 70 cm signs and 
moved them to 432 MHz. Moving as fast as they 
could, they put the 432 MHz signs on two meters, 
moved the two meter labels to 50 MHz and then 
relabeled ten meters as six meters. 


On and on they went, but by the time they had the 
40 meter signs taken down and were about to put 
them up on 80 meters, the storm abated and they 
were at risk of getting caught — so they threw the 40 
meter signs into the Potomac River and hightailed it 
to parts unknown. 


In executive session, the FCC decided not to bother 
moving all the signs and labels back and also decided 
not to tell anyone. 


Foreign broadcasters finally blew the whistle when 
they noticed the VSWR on their 40 meter megawatt 
broadcast transmitters had gone to infinity. 


73, 
Hal N4GG 


REQUIREMENTS OF 


GEARVAK 


THROUGH HIS/HER SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE ART OF AMATEUR RADIO, TO WIT 


HAS ACHIEVED ALL THE 
T 
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Can a ‘chatbot’ pass 
the Ham Radio exam? 


David K2BTD was 
wondering that recently, 
so he did a little 
research... 


There's a discussion on Reddit's r/amateuradio 
subreddit about using a chatbot over the air and the 
question came up about whether such a bot could pass 
an FCC exam. Given that they've already passed the 
bar exam, | knew it would be trivial to pass a ham 
exam, given that the questions and answers are 
published. | asked ChatGPT 3.5 (the free one) a few 
questions at random = and_ unsurprisingly _ it 
answered correctly. 


In a few cases | asked the questions without giving the 
multiple choices and that didn't make a difference, 
other than it gave a more expanded answer. 


You can read the transcript at the link: 


https://chat.openai.com/share/4f141db7-a798-441c- 
9570-c92ad766a517 


Here is a small sample of the bot’s response: 


2) Anonymous 
give me 5 questions at random from the US amateur extra pool 


© chataPt 
I'm sorry, but | can't provide questions from the US amateur extra pool as it 
falls under the category of unauthorized exam preparation content. If you 
have any other non-exam related questions or if there's anything else | can 


help you with, feel free to ask! 
Anonymous 


What is the maximum power permitted on the 2200 meter band for a US 
amateur radio operator 


ChatGPT 

The maximum power permitted on the 2200 meter band (135.7-137.8 kHz) 
for a US amateur radio operator is 1 watt effective radiated power (ERP). 
This limit is specified by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 


for amateur radio use on this particular band. 


| asked one of the same questions to Bard, Google's Al, 
which gave me the correct answer as well as an 
explanation of why — 


https://g.co/bard/share/8c22b907d628 
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Theoretics Demystified 


This time morse code demystified! 


BUT before we get into it, | did a Morse Code 
presentation at the Wallington Senior Center on 
January 11", representing the Fair Lawn Amateur 
Radio Club. 


What it is: 


Morse Code is a system of sending short signals 
[dots] called “dits” and long signals [dashes] 
called “dahs.” The dahs are 3 times as long as the 
dits. 


The exact length of dits and dahs depends upon 
the operator and the speed at which the 
characters are sent. There is a space between 
each character; the space is equal to one dit 
length between each character. 


Each letter has a space of three dit lengths 
between it and the next letter. Words are 
separated by a space equal to seven dit lengths. 


When talking code, generally if there are several 
dits being described verbally, the dits are 
pronounced as di, di dit. As in the letter H .... 
Di, di, di, dit. 

The history of codes: 


Morse code is named after Samuel Morse who 
invented it, but it was not the first attempt at 
communicating via wire or radio. Back in the 
1820s, after the discovery of the electromagnet, 
pulses were sent via wire from one location to a 
remote location. One of the very earliest ways of 


Copyright material used with implicit permission of the author. 
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sending ‘code’ was to use a_compass-like 
instrument to indicate when the sending device 
called a key was pressed. The needle moved to 
show that the circuit was closed, indicating that the 
key was pressed. 


The sending switch was an arm on a pivot with a 
large round disk at the end of the arm that, when 
pressed, closed a switch at the other end of the 
pivoting arm [this we now call a ‘key’]. The problem 
was that the needle movement was slow, making 
sending messages slow and tedious. 


Samuel Morse, Joseph Henry, and Alfred Vail 
developed an electrical system for sending 
messages using electrical pulses. The solution to 
the problem with the needle indicator was to make 
and use a device that had two electromagnetic 
coils, that when energized pulled down a metallic 
arm that produced a loud metallic click. 


The early device developed by Morse was a system 
to use an electromagnetic device to mark the dits 
and dahs on a paper tape, but it was soon 
discovered that the receiving operator could 
decode the messages by the sound of the clacking 
of the device — so that the paper tape was no 
longer needed, as the operator could just hear it 
and write down the message. 


The system was an early forerunner of the modern 
International Morse code. This type of system was 
used in early systems, particularly the railroads. 
It was called American code and used the intervals 
of the clacking of the sounder to receive messages, 
but it still was not Morse Code. 


The American code system was slow and difficult to 
learn and was not practical for use with radio, as 
spark was the only game in the early days of radio. 


As the operators receiving the code messages 
became more proficient in listening to the 
sounders it was discovered that a better way to 
receive code was to perceive the series of dot and 
dashes as words rather than just letters. 


While one needs to learn the alphabet to send 


Continued on next page. 
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Theoretics Demystified, continued 


code, it is by consistent listening that one 
develops proficiency in receiving code. With the 
development of devices that could produce 
tones, it became easier to ‘copy’ code and it 
became clear that it is best to be taught as 
a language. 


The American code was further refined by 
Friedrich Gerke, with changes to make the code 
more readable. 


Many of the codepoints were changed, doing 
away with the American code’s variable dashes, 
thereby standardizing to only two code 
elements: the dot and dash. 


The Gerke code was adopted by Germany and 
Austria in 1851. There were many changes from 
the American/Morse code to the current ITU 
standard. As with most things, the code changed 
with the improvements made by others to make 
it more readable, but it is still widely known as 
Morse code. 


Code, commonly known as CW, derives its name 
because, when sending code over the radio, the 
characters are sent as a full carrier when the 
actual character is being sent. The spaces are no 
carrier and that means that the carrier is a 
continuous wave going out from the transmitter 
for the duration of the character being sent. 


Being that only on and off cycles of the carrier 
are used for transmission, very little band width 
is needed to send code. 


— Fred Wawra, W2ABE, 73. 


International Morse Code 
- 1 dash = 3 dots 
~ The space between parts of the same letter = 1 dot. 
- The space between letters = 3 dots 
- The space between words = 7 dots 
Veco =m 
Wem am 
Xmmee mm 


Ac= 
Bmmeece 
Cmmemme 
Dmmee Yume mm == 

Ee Zz ommee 

Fee me . @©Ommemme m= 
Gum mme , mec a == 
Heeee 2? ec mm mmee 
lee / mmecmme 
Jem ae © °C mm me ome 
Kme = lem a ee ee 
Lemmee 2c¢cm a= == 
‘= 3Beeeo mm == 
Ne 4eeccm 

Om = = 5ecceee 

Pem ame 6 mmeecee 

Qu mmemm 7 um mmecece 
Remme Sm ms mee 
Seee o = — = ame 
T= C= a a a ae 
Uee =m 
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HAMSPEAK 


MORSE CODE: The common name of 
asystem for sending long and_ short 
characters to make up _ alphanumeric 
messages that can be decoded remotely by 
wire or via radio. The long character part is 
called a dash and pronounced as ‘dah’, the 
short part of the character is called a dot and 
is pronounced as ‘dit’. Long and short parts 
make up a letter, number, or punctuation. 
The Morse code with its improvement was 
adopted by the ITU, the International 
Telecommunications Union and now is the 
standard. 


PROSIGNS: The name given to punctuation 
and other abbreviations used in sending 
Morse code messages. 


CW: CW stands for continuous wave which is 
an unmodulated radio wave that is sent 
during the duration of each part of a Morse 
code character being sent using radio 
transmitters. The wave transmitted is 
continuous as each part of the character is 
being sent by the operator. 


KEY: The device, a lever-like switch, that is 
pressed by the sending operator for each 
part of the code letter being sent. The key is 
also known as a Straight key. 


KEYER: An electronic device that sends either 
a dit or a dah depending on which lever is 
pressed. The levers, which are known as 
paddies, are pressed by _ horizontal 
movement of the thumb, which is on one 
side, or the index finger, which is on the 
other side. A keyer is used by experienced 
operators after they have become proficient 
with a straight key. 


— Fred Wawra, W2ABE, 73. 
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DX Special Interest Group Update 
a DX 


Since DXers are the hams who are most likely to want 
to collect paper QSL cards, the following info is being 
put in this area of the newsletter. 


Even after a couple of decades of operation, the 
Logbook of the World (LotW) is still a mystery to 
many hams. First, it’s not really a “logbook” — it’s 
more like a “match-maker” database. There are much 
better software packages designed to be real “log 
books” in the sense that they preserve all the little 
details of each QSO, can keep track of your progress 
for many different awards, etc. 


Second, it was designed to be a very secure way to 
assure that those who post QSO info are really who 
they say they are. This explains some of the process of 
setting up your account to use LotW. 


Third, the main purpose of LotW is to match the QSO 
info from both ends of the two-way radio exchange of 
information and verify the match. 


This function, in the distant past, was done by the 
exchange of paper “QSL cards” which were sent by 
each ham operator to the other one, by postal mail or 
“via the bureau.” Now it can be done, for free, by 
using the LotW — no postage, and no cost for printing 
paper cards. (Of course you lose the pictures and 
sometimes clever cartoons and designs that were, 
and still are, on paper cards.) 


Bob Naumann WS5OV is currently the Director of 
Operations at ARRL HQ, and among all his other 
responsibilities he has been overseeing the LotW 
operations admirably for the past couple of years. 


Bob grew up in Bergen County, NJ and knows many of 
us from “back in those days.” 


Here is what he posted recently, in the hope that it 
would help to clarify the LotW process — 


To upload QSOs to LoTW you need two things — 
a callsign certificate and a matching station location. 


Let me explain this using an analogy with paper 
QSL cards. 


To make QSOs, you need a ham license. That's what a 
Callsign Certificate is: it's ARRL saying that you have a 
legitimate ham license for a given callsign in a given 
entity (country). 
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When you make QSOs with that license, they're not 
automatically confirmed. For confirmations, you print 
up a QSL card with your callsign and DXCC entity, grid 
square, zones, etc. The QSL card gives the details of the 
QTH where you made the QSO, and sending the QSL card 
allows the recipient to state that they worked you, with 
the card as proof, so they can claim the QSO credit. 


For TQSL & LoTW, station locations are like QSL cards. The 
station location says where you were: entity, grid, zones, 
maybe state/county or equivalent. | can't send you just a 
photocopy of my FCC license if you want to claim a QSO 
with me. | need to send you more details. The paper card 
provides those details plus it links back to the license. 


For a paper QSL card, if it says "K1MU" for the call and 
"Canada" for the entity, that's probably not going to be 
accepted. The station license allows operation in CEPT 
countries, but with a proper callsign. So since these are 
mismatched, the QSL card is probably invalid. 


When you're uploading a QSO to LotW, you provide a 
station location (QSL card) and find the right Callsign 
Certificate by looking for a certificate with a matching 
Callsign and Entity. 


Yes, you can request a callsign certificate for an “invalid 
entity” such as "-NONE-". Example: K1IMU/MM 
(maritime mobile). The Station Location here should 
show DXCC entity "-NONE-" 


This is why, if you operate away from your home QTH, 
it’s important to set up various “station location” 
certificates before uploading your logs to LotW. Note: 
many (most) of the modern logging software packages 
have settings you can change when you change 
location, and they will then ‘tag’ all future log entries 
with the appropriate info, until you change the settings 
again. POTA people, take note! Many hunters may 
want county info too. 


If you operate away from your home location (the 
address shown on your license, and on QRZ.com) there 
are many guides, videos and tutorials to help with these 


settings. And for all, remember that LotW is FREE to 
everyone to upload your log info; if you want to use the 
confirmations for various awards, however, there are 
some fees involved — after all, running such database 
and server operations do cost money! 


— Jim Cooper, W2JC 


= 


Y\-: DORTHE WORLD” 
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FLARC PortableOps SIG 


PortableOps@FairLawnARC.groups.io 


This is a Special Interest Group (SIG) for members interested in portable 
ham radio operation such as POTA, SOTA, IOTA, LOTA, etc. 

The purpose of this SIG is to get outdoors and practice our operating skills 
from different places. We can share outing experiences, tips and work on our 
operating skills. 


<> s 


é : th = a 
On Thursday 1/11/24 Brian N2BTD worked his 99" & Portable Ops is not just National & State Parks; 


100" park in NJ, finally completing his quest to work SOTA (Summits on the Air) includes other places. 
all 100 NJ POTA Parks. 


Brian would like to thank David Kappler N3DRK, who 
went out and activated all the parks Brian needed in 
South Jersey over the past month to get him to the 
finish line. 


Brian would also like to thank club member Steven 
Holly WI2W for activating the last park he needed in 
Northern Jersey, on 1/6/24. 


Special thanks to Shaun Newcomer’ KT2O for 
activating the 2 rarest parks in New Jersey 
(K-0963 Statue of Liberty & K-8061 Ellis Island) on 
10/22/23. 


r 


K-0751 Great Falls, in mid-January 
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Contest 
Corner 


[Score and statistics are at the end of this article.] 


The big contest since our last issue of The Resonator was 
the WINTER FIELD DAY. Sort of like the summer Field 
Day, this contest is more oriented toward concepts of 
emergency communications — especially “in the field.” 


This year’s FLARC WFD operation was managed by Noel 
W2MSA, and he did a really great job. Thanks to Mike 
KD2YEW we had use of the Pompton Lakes OEM mobile 
communication van, which provided three “inside” 
operating positions — with heat and light and power and 
even two GIANT video screens (much nicer than the little 
screens on the laptops!). Along with the van, quite a few 
of the Pompton Lakes members came along — some 
hams, and some curious to see what it’s like. 


Weather forecasts for our area for the weekend of WFD 
were not encouraging — temp around 35F with rain thru 
Sunday. However, we were quite lucky to have no rain 
for most of Saturday; rain late Saturday night and mostly 
drizzle on Sunday. Breakdown and cleanup on Sunday 
was rather drippy and muddy, but we did it well ! 
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Setup started around 10:00 local time on Saturday, with 
donuts and coffee — of course! After that, teams began 
shooting wires up into the trees for the antennas while 
others set up the radio and laptop equipment inside the 
van, followed by setting up the logging network 
between the three operating positions. The contest 
started at 14:00 local time and everything was ready to 
go right from the start. 


adding up all through the night. 


At various times on Saturday and Sunday, several 
members set up their special equipment and tried to 
make some contacts via the ham radio satellites as they 
passed over our area. One attempt was successful so 
we got credit for a satellite contact. 


Before the contest started, a demonstration “Fox Hunt” 
was conducted (hidden transmitter hunt; radio direction 
finding practice) using a small VHF transmitter hidden 


somewhere in the area near the van. Several of the 
Pompton Lakes CERT visitors as well as the hams from 
there took part and found it very educational. The fox did 
not bite, and there was no prize! [next page > ] 
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Winter Field Day, continued 


Also prior to the start of the contest, Jim N2JLF set up a 
demonstration radio and laptop to show those interested 
how the WinLink “digital messages via radio” works in the 
contest of EmComm (Emergency Communications). He 
showed the group how an information message can be 
set up easily, and also how a complex formatted form 
message can be set up using standard templates. He then 
transmitted those messages via 2-meter radio to the 
Radio Message Server (RMS) station he maintains at home 
(for everyone to use), and then on to the other Jim’s 
mobile setup in his SUV out in the parking lot! Then Jim 
W2)JC replied to the messages and sent them also via 
radio back to N2JLF and the group. No connecting wires 
and no internet involved. 


SS AG Lh AR ME SS RS 


You can see that everyone in the group was interested 
and focused on the topic. 


It was also encouraging that we had several visitors who 
came to see Ham Radio in action. One, who had just 
passed the General exam (upgrading from Technician) at 
FLARC on Saturday morning came from the testing directly 
to the WFD setup and Jerry KE2CJU spent the rest of 
Saturday and all night into Sunday with us — helping us 
with setup and then also operating on the air. 


Another surprise visitor was Allen KELHBB who came up 
from Montclair specifically to see our ham radio setup. 
He’s been away from hamming for a while and wants to 
get active again. [above report by Jim W2JC] 
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A brief word from the Pompton Lakes group — 


On behalf of the Pompton Lakes CERT team | wanted to 
thank everyone for allowing us to participate. As | mentioned 
to some of you, our Ham emergency communications group 
is just starting out and we hope to grow the amount of 
people involved. Events like this are really helpful for peeking 
interest and training the existing members. Thanks so much 
for taking the time to do the fox hunt, the Winlink 
presentation and chatting with the CERT members. | think 
they all got a lot out of it. Thanks once again and we look 
forward to summer field day. 73 


— Mike Volpe KD2YEW 
| 


Our webmaster received this message on Sunday: 


From:  "nyctloby@aol.com" nyctloby@aol.com 
To: "webmaster@FairLawnARC.org" 


Subject: Kind thanks for QSY-ing 


Good Morning Everyone, 


Today Sunday January 28, 2024 we were setting up to operate 
our regularly scheduled 7.272 Rag Chew Net. Your members 
were operating the winter field day on the frequency, and when 
asked, you kindly QSY'd to another frequency to allow our net to 
proceed. 


Many thanks for the kind consideration and this shows how 
simple cooperation between hams goes a long way! 


Bob Lobenstein (Loby-WA2AXZ) 
Walt Gasiorowski-KB3LGO 
Randall Lynch-WV8RKL 


a 
From the Winter Field Day rules: 


72 chew.net 


“More than points, achieving objectives should be 
your primary goal during WFD, these objectives, 
combined with your own, should be your main focus 
during the exercise.” _https://winterfieldday.org/sop.php 
Here’s a list of objectives that we accomplished over 
the weekend. 


[~V] Operate 100% on alternative power 
[WV] Operate away from Home 
[VY] Deploy multiple antennas 


[ ] Operate on at least six different bands 
(we did only five) 


[VW] Send & Rcv at least one 
Winlink Demo/Messages 
[VW] Operate 6 continuous hours during event 
[WV] Fox Hunt Demo 
[WV] Satellite Contact 
[WV] QRP contacts 
[V] WPBARG contact/zoom 
[WV] 2m SSB net 
[VW] Worked 46 States 


www.FairLawnARC.org Page 25 


Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club newsletter * The Resonator * February 2024 


Winter Field Day, continued 
Report from our FLARC WFD Manager — 
Here’s my WED report for the resonator. 


| would like to thank everyone that participated in WFD 2024. | 
hope everyone that came out to help with setup, operate the 
stations and socialize, had a great time. 


| would like to send a HUGE thank you to some key people 
that made this event a success. 


Mike KD2YEW, who was responsible for getting the 
Pompton Lakes comms van for us to use. 


The Pompton Lakes CERT team, who not only supplied 
the comms van, which provided us with shelter, electricity, 
heat, light, and fuel. They also came down to help us with set 
up and to operate. 


Jim W2JC, who helped with logging and laptops and 
banners and setup. 


Dave WO2xX, who setup N3FJP networking feature on all 
the laptops and the new cellular service. 


Robert KD2SOG, Nomar NP4H and Mike KD2YEW, 
for keeping us fed throughout the entire weekend. 


Steve WI2W, for helping setup the antennas, grilling and 
always offering technical advice. 


Jim N2JLF, for doing the WINLINK demonstration and for 
providing an entire station setup. 


Dave KD2MOB, for doing the Fox Hunt demonstration for 
the Pompton Lakes CERT team. 


Ed WX2R, for doing the publicity of our event and for 
connecting us with the WPBARG in Florida via Zoom and on 
the HF bands. Friendship through ham radio. 


Brian KD2KLN, who helped with the 2M SSB contact by 
providing his YAGI antenna setup along with Jim N2JLF’s 
station. GOOD TEAM WORK! 


The Winter Field Day rules committee, this year, put out a list 
of objectives they wanted each group to set as their goals; 
it’s a bit nebulous, but the percentage of goals accomplished 
will apparently positively affect the final score. The objectives 
we accomplished throughout the weekend are numerated on 
the previous page of this article. 


Highlight of the weekend for me 


| was very happy to see some new faces that seem to be 
enjoying themselves throughout the entire weekend. These 
individuals were full of curiosity and positive energy, they 
were very interested in learning anything related to amateur 
radio, they came out to learn how to become better amateur 
radio operators and it was great to see our members take 
them under their wing and guide them. Congratulations!!! 


73, Noel Pagan W2MSA 


Thanks to the many members who provided photographs to us. 


DIO 
a» AMATEUR RA - 


ER 
Demonstration ets Cc’ 
HERE } JAND POST 
2» 4 UNIFIED COMM 


When things are stuck, just call N2ULF & his hammer 
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Winter Field Day, continued 


Total Contacts "Total Contacts 


And now, the rest of the story ... by Section: by State:" 


[Remember that the final score will be enhanced by some Section _Total Total 
amount based on the “objectives” achieved.] 


W2NPT's Contest Summary Report for WFD 
Created by N3FIJP's Winter Field Day Contest Log 
Version 2.8.8 www.n3fjp.com 


Total Contacts 906 
Total Points 12,0708 


Operating Period: 2024/01/27 19:06 - 
2024/01/28 18:51 


Total op time: 19 hours, 23 minutes 
Avg Qs/Hr (breaks > 30 min deducted): 58.5 
Total Contacts by Band and Mode: 


Band 
80 
40 
20 
15 
10 


Total 301 


Total Contacts by Country: 


Country 


Canada 
Puerto Rico 
Belgium 
Chile 
Netherlands 
Sweden 
Total = 7 


Total Contacts by Operator: 
Operator Total 


9 
i 
7 
6 
6 
6 
3: 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
bi 
1 
1 
1 
1 
if 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


PRPRPRPRPNNNNWWWWWWWE EHUD ANO 


N 
a 
wo 


KD2YEW 
NP4H 
WI2W 
N2SU 
W2MSA 
WO2X 
K2GRI 
KB2FMH 
KE2NJ 
WO2L 
K2CIJU 
K2AIV 
KD2WWU 
N2ILF 
KD2KLN 
KB3FMH 
KE2CJU 


BR 

vi 
oooocoocooooocooocoocooocoocoococrcmcOCOrR RFP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP RP NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNWWWWWRUDAN ! 
' 


PRP RRP RPRPRPNNNNNWWWWWWWHE EK HE HKHUUNUKUNADDAANNOWO 


Total = 72 


Charlie AC2ZU has notified us that he credited his 525 points 
to Fairlawn ARC — thanks very much, Charlie. 


BR 
DBWOWVOODRFPRFPRFNWUAANWOON 
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Winter Field Day, continued 


K2CJU 
K2GRI 
KB2FMH 
KB3FMH 
KD2KLN 
KD2WWU 
KD2YEW 
KE2CJU 
KE2NJ 
N2BTD 
N2JLF 
N2SU 
NP4H 
W2MSA 
wi2w 
wo2L 
Wwo2x 
Total 


Y > 
Jeremy K2GRI at the controls 


10 10 
13 13 
41 56 

8 

1 


Our thanks to GA WX2R who, although he is lounging in sunny and warm Florida for the winter, created and 
submitted, and got published in the Local community news, the Press Release shown on the next two pages. 
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Operator CW3.5 CW7 CW14 CW21 CW28 LSB35 LSB7 USB14 USB21 USB28 Tot Accum 


10 

23 

79 
128 
129 
134 
141 
280 
281 
305 
489 
492 
572 
678 
740 
826 
848 
906 
906 
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Rebecca 


Greene Submit Content 


mef Xd Your Neighborhood News Online Newsletter Signup 


Arts & Entertainment Press Releases 


Winter Field Day 2024 Demonstrates Emergency 
Communications and Local Public Service 
Through Amateur Radio 


Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 
Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 


By Ed Efchak 
Published January 22, 2024 at 11:05 AM 
Last Updated January 22, 2024 at 11:05AM 


Members of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club will be participating inthe 
national Winter Amateur Radio Field Day exercise, beginning Saturday, January 
27 at 2, p.m. and ending 24 hours later. The venue will be located at Memorial Park, 
Avenue of Heroes, in Fair Lawn outdoors near the pavilion. 


The event is open to the public and free to attend. 


The annual event, sponsored by the Winter Field Day Association (WFDA), is great 
opportunity to prep for the national ARRL Field Day in June. The event's stated 
purpose is to encourage emergency operating preparedness in the winter. 
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According to the WFDA, getting ready for emergency communication ina winter 
environment is just as important as the preparations and practice that take place 
each June during ARRL Field Day. 


Story continues below newsletter sign up 


For over 100 years, Amateur Radio — sometimes called ham radio — has allowed 
people from all walks of life to experiment with electronics and communications 
techniques, as well as provide a free public service to their communities during a 
disaster, all without needing a cell phone or the Internet. Field Day demonstrates 
ham radio's ability to work reliably under any conditions from almost any location 
and create an independent communications network. Ham operators train and 
prepare to support emergency communications by providing radio links when 
other communications channels aren't working. 


This year's Winter event is an annual event for the Fair Lawn Club, one of the 
largest in northern New Jersey. “In disasters, we've learned that cell towers won't 
operate, and ham operators play a huge role when that happens.” said Noel Pagan, 
this year’s Winter Field Day chair. “Ham radio functions completely independent 
of the Internet or cell phone infrastructure and can be set up almost anywhere in 
minutes. That’s the beauty of amateur radio during a communications outage.” 


Hams can literally throw a wire in a tree for an antenna, connect it to a battery- 
smepowered transmitter and communicate halfway around the world,” Pagan added. 

In today’s electronic do-it-yourself (DIY) environment, ham radio remains one of 
Nhe best ways for people to learn about electronics, physics, meteorology, and 

umerous other scientific disciplines, and is a huge asset to any community 
during disasters if the standard communication infrastructure goes down. 

\mateur radio, regardless of season, remains contemporary and more important 
fe han ever," Pagan noted. 


Story continues below advertisement 


This year the club will be joined by the Pompton Lakes Office of Emergency 
Management which will provide a Field Communications vehicle. In addition, the 
club will be in communication with its partner club in Florida, the West Palm 
Beach Amateur Radio Group (WPBARG). 


Anyone may become a licensed Amateur Radio operator; there are more licensed 
US operators today than ever before. And with clubs such as Fair Lawn Amateur 
Radio Club, it’s easy for anybody to get involved in Fair Lawn. The club meets 
every Friday at the Community Center located at 10-10 20th Street in Fair Lawn. 


For more information, contact Ed Efchak at wx2r@arrl.net or visit 
www.arrl.org/what-is-ham-radio or the local club site at www.fairlawnarc.org. 


Story continues below advertisement 


Editor's Note: This advertorial content is being published by TAPinto.net asa service for its marketing 


partners. For more information about howto market your business or nonprofit on TAPinto, please visit 
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BREAMING | 2, 22ec rember nv 
T V Sry please visit: 
R K \ h. ! membership.FairLawnARC.or 


FLARC Dues, new and renewal, (and even donations!) 
can now be made on-line ... 


[Please note that this is a temporary improvement while Dave KD2JIP works on a real, full-fledged web 
page for filling out the membership/renewal form and submitting that and payment on-line.] 


Payments can be made using either PayPal or Zelle. 
Here's how— 


Using PayPal — (J / 


Log into your PayPal account at 
a ae Sending to a friend 


At top right, select "My PayPal" No fee to use bank or balance to send to 
Under Quick links, select "Send Money" friends and family in the U.S. 


In the window showing 
Name, email or mobile number 
enter this email address: 


1947xvzabc1947@sgmail.com 
Clickon [ Next ] 


You will see a summary of your transaction; 
if no changes are required, click on 


[ Send Payment Now ] 


to complete your transaction. 
SSSSSSSSSSS$S$SSSS$S$SS$S 
Enter $ amount you 
are sending, & in 
"add a note" area 


Using Zelle — 

type in your CALL ” If you are using Zelle through your bank 
SIGN and which account, just send your dues to the following 
number: 201-240-9317 


year 

the dues are for, & an Don’t forget to add in the note/message 
any other section your callsign and that it is for your dues. 
explanation. 


Clickon [ Continue] 
Clickon the [ Change] button 


Clickon "Sendingto a friend" link 


CONTINUEDIN NEXT COLUMN —> 
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For a PDF form that can be filled in on-line, then printed and mailed with check, CLICK HERE 
Or you can print this page, fill it in and mail to the address shown at the bottom. 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 


Fair Lawn Recreation and Community Center 
10-10 20th Street 
Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410 


MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM 


Name Call 
Address PO Box Ste./Apt # 
City State Zip 
Roster Published Phone # Unpublished Phone # 
Roster Published EMAIL License class: 
Check all that apply v ARRL Member? RACES Member? ARES Member ? CERT? VE? 
Additional Family Members (In same household) -- 


Name 


Name 


Introductory and Student Membership 
(Students under the age of 18 eligible for student membership) 
(Introductory membership open to new members 
or not a member in last 7 yrs) 


Associate Membership * 

* Open to Fair Lawn Residents Only. No voting rights or other privileges. 
Renewal of Current Membership 
Three Year Renewal Incentive 

(Single memberships only, family memberships excluded) 
Additional Family Members # at $ 5 each 
Life Membership $ 625 
Senior Life Membership (65 yrs. of age or over) $ 250 


Equipment Fund Donation, above regular membership dues 
Total submitted 


Date 


Thereby acknowledge the By laws and rules and regulations of the club and will abide by them as amended 


Please Note: Memberships are NOT Pro-Rated. Membership is from Jan 1st to Dec. ar of any given year unless documented otherwise. 


Please make your dues check payable to the “Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club” and remit to the following address: 


Fair Lawn ARC 

— Attn: Treasurer 
10-10 20* Street 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 
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Complete this form for NEW or RENEWAL ARRL membership and give to FLARC Treasurer [David Gotlib KD2MOB] with your payment check. 


’, ARRL ARRL Affiliated Club 


YY verses nna Membership Application 


O lama brand-new member, or my membership lapsed for 2 or more years. My club will receive a $15 commission. 


O lam renewing (includes lapsed members of less than 2 years). My club will receive a $5.00 commission. 


Name Call Sign 
Address 

City 

Email 


Date of Birth / / 


O My Family Member is Joining or Renewing: (Annually $10 per member) 
Name 


Name 


Your Annual Membership Dues - Choose your print magazine - 
Circle Your Choice Chack One 
| | 8 Years | 2 Years | 1 Year | Cl QS7, ARRL’s membership journal 
[USneneam CC St40 | sos | S49 | © ——_‘foractiveradioamateurs (12 monthly 

International (Digital Only) $140 | $95 | $49 | issues) 

Intemational (with mailed QS7) C On the Air, Beginner-to-intermediate- 
Bind |S 880 =| 820 | S10 | level help and advice (6 bimonthly issues) 
[Family |S 830] 820 | S10 | 
NN ges ||| 1Diatat Onty (AA member can access 


the digital versions of both magazines) 


Payment Enclosed is my: (Check O Money Order O Charge Request 
Chargetomy: OVisa O Mastercard OAmex 1 Discover 


Card Number Expiration Date 


Card Holders Signature 


Toll Free (US) 1-888-277-5289 or 860-594-0200 * ARRL, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111-1400 
membership@arrl.org * www.arrl.org/join 
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February 2024 
FLARC Business Meeting 


FAIR LAWN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
MINUTES BUSINESS MEETING 
Fair Lawn Senior Center 


February 2, 2024 


The Club’s President Fred KR2H called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. At his request the members present in 
person rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 


The President then asked the Club Secretary Jim W2KNG to call the role. 
The Secretary called the following: 


President, Fred KR2H Present 
Vice President Robert KD2SOG Absent 
Treasurer, Dave KD2MOB Absent 
Secretary, Jim W2KNG Present 
Trustee, Van W2DLT Absent 
Trustee, Brian KD2KLN, and Present 
Trustee, Judith KC2LTM Present 


The Secretary confirmed to the President that a quorum existed in order for the meeting to proceed 
and business to be conducted. 


The President then asked if there were any guests and there were none. 


The President then asked for a motion to approve the Minutes of the meeting held January 4, 2024. 
Upon motion made by Nomar NP4H and seconded by Brian KD2KLM the minutes were unanimously approved. 


The President then asked for the Treasurer’s Report. The Treasurer, Dave KD2MOB was absent but had sent his 
report in to the President and Secretary. At the President’s request the Treasurer’s Report was read by the 
Secretary, Jim W2KNG. At the end of the report upon motion made by Skip KD2BRV and seconded by Bob N2SU 
the report was unanimously approved. 


The President then asked for a report from the Tech Committee. The Chair of that Committee, Dave WO2x, 
reported that the Committee had been considering the Club buying a 5G hot spot. This would replace the 4G 
device acquired last year, as the bandwidth requirements for Club meetings and other activities have exceeded 
the 4G capability. This seemed the way to go for all Club activities where ZOOM call in and other forms of 
connectivity would be needed. He detailed the costs and the consensus was that the Club should proceed to 
purchase its own 5G hot spot. 


Dave WO2X next commented on Winter Field Day and observed that it had been a huge success. He then reported 
that the Tech Committee has been considering a different location for the Club’s Repeater. Various sites had been 
considered but nothing definite has been decided on. 


Jim W2JC next reported on the Club’s web page. He said that an incorrect date for this evening’s meeting had 
been on the web page for 4 or 5 days and no one had reported that to him. He asked members that if anyone 
notes something that is not accurate on the web page to please get in touch with Jim immediately so it may be 
corrected. He further noted that WFD scores will appear in the February issue of The Resonator which will come 
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February 2024 

FLARC Business Meeting, cont’d. 

out the following week. Having said that, he did note that the Club operated for 19 1/2 hours, made 906 contacts 
and had a raw score of 12,070 points. However those scores may be adjusted for certain tasks that were 
accomplished which affect the final score. He also noted that a new Club roster was up on the Club’s Group.io in 


the FILES section. As part of that, he asked if any member is not receiving reminder messages to please contact 
him. Finally he noted that the Club’s Group.io is open to members only. 


Thom W2NZ next reported on the Club’s YouTube channel. He reported that in the last 28 days the Club’s 
YouTube Channel hit an all time high of 1303 subscribers. He then went over some historical statistics. 


In 2020 the YouTube channel had 4.6K views, 2.2K watch time hours and 168 additional subscribers. 
In 2021 there were 15.8K views, 2.7K watch time hours and 198 additional subscribers. 
In 2022 there were 20.2K views, 3.1K watch time hours and 275 additional subscribers. 
In 2023 there were 22.2K views, 3.2K watch time hours and 254 additional subscribers. 
The tops views were: 

Joe Taylor K1JT on FT4 which had 27,507 views 

Kent Britain WA5VJB on Yagi antennas with 12,320 views 

Dr Allen Katz on EME with 7,184 views 

Ria Jairam N2RJ on YLs, SDR and Setting up a World Class Station, with 5,310 views 

Another presentation by Joe Taylor K1JT on FT8 with 4,919 views 

Howard Bernstein WB2UZE on learning Morse Code with 3,193 views 

Capt Larry Wolff WA2ALY on how to bury ground radials with 3,052 views, and 

Alan Wolke W2AEW, Mr. Test Equipment with 2,162 views. 


At the end of this presentation Jim W2JC made the observation that average view time includes viewers who may 
only click on briefly, decides the content is not of interest and click off. That would skew the average view time 
downward. 


Jim W2JC then reported that he and Jim N2JLF had successfully demonstrated WinLink to the Pompton Lakes CERT 
crew during Winter Field Day and they had been very interested. He also reported that Jim N2JLF will be holding 
an EMCOMM meet and greet on Saturday February 24 in Fairfield and details would be sent to members prior to 
that for those who might be interested. 


Noel W2MSA then reported on Winter Field Day. As Dave WO2X reported earlier he agreed that it had been a 
huge success. Contributing to that success was the use of the Pompton Lakes CERT vehicle which housed three 
operating stations. A special thanks to the Pompton Lakes CERT was offered by all members present. Noel also 
reported that WFD was an excellent opportunity to train for emergencies and learn how to address problem on 
the fly efficiently in the best spirit of Amateur Radio emergency services and communication. Valuable lessons 
were learned which will be helpful for future events and real emergencies. For example, in the future he would 
like a little more separation between antennas. He thanked all those who participated and helped out. In turn 
Steve WI2W thanked Noel for all his hard work to make WFD the success that it was. He also noted some of the 
ancillary activities that went on such as the fox hunt and satellite communication. 


The President then took the floor and remarked that there still was no Chair for this year’s Field Day. He expressed 
disappointment no one had yet stepped forward and time was running short. This raised the specter of either not 
having a Field Day this year or running it out of the Clubhouse. This led to a discussion that perhaps many 
members were willing to help, but not take the responsibility of leading the event. That being the case, Dave 
WO2xX suggested that rather than have a formal Chairperson, perhaps the Club could establish separate function 
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February 2024 
FLARC Business Meeting, cont’d. 


committees and have members volunteer specifically for that one committee. For example there could be a food 
committee, a tech committee and so on. This suggestion met with a significant sense of agreement among the 
members. It was noted that the same structure could be applied to the Hamfest. At the end of the discussion 
Noel W2MSA suggested that the Club hold a Field Day coordinating meeting Tuesday evening February 6 at the 
Clubhouse and all who might be willing to help on function committees were invited. This suggestion was met 
with general approval and the meeting was set. 


The President then reported that there had been 5 candidates at the last VE Session which resulted in 1 new 
General, 1 upgrade to General and 3 new Technicians. The next VE Session is scheduled for February 17. 


The President then asked for reports from some of the new committees. Jim W2KNG reported that the 
Administrative Committee had held an initial meeting on ZOOM and that progress was being made. 
W2)C reported for the Adult Outreach Committee that there will be a Super Saturday Science Fair in Ridgewood 
on March 2 at which the Club will be present. Although this is directed at children, adult parents will be present, 
so that would be a good opportunity to showcase ham radio to adults as well. 


Noel W2MSA, Club Station Manager, reported that all WFD equipment had been returned to the Clubhouse and 
been put away neatly. Fred W2ABE, the Club Quartermaster, added that he will be working with the town to 
clean up the basement and will work with Noel and the Field Day participants to make sure what is taken out is 
returned and replaced properly. 


Brian KD2KLN next reported on the Near and Far Net, citing checks in, time duration and net control operators. 
He also reported that there has been discussion about starting a 6 meter SSB net but nothing concrete has been 
decided on yet. 


Steve WI2W next reported on work he and others have been doing assisting Ria N2RJ in establishing an 
ISS contact demonstration sometime in the Fall at the Immaculate Heart of Mary High School in Wayne. The Club 
will be setting up and manning the backup station. 


Jim W2JC next commented that judging from Group.io activity and the lack of contributions to The Resonator, at 
least 6 Special Interest Groups are basically inactive and he questioned their continued status. The President 
suggested that the managers of these SIGs be contacted and if there is no activity in a couple of months a 
decision will have to be made as to their continued existence. Steve WI2W suggested a better message would be 
something like: “how can the Club help this SIG be more active,” adopting a more positive tone. 
Several members echoed this approach. Judith KC2LTM, as Activities Chair said she would help in this effort. 


Karl W2KBF suggested that at the beginning of meetings members might be asked what ham radio things they 
are doing, what they are actually engaged in, and from that get a sense of where member interests lie. That way 
the Club will be guided in the planning of Club activities as well as where SIG interests lie. 


The President then asked the Tech Committee if they would sponsor activities where members build equipment 
but added that the Club needed to clear some bench space for this endeavor. 


Judith KC2LTM then reported from the Health and Welfare Committee that she had sent out one sympathy card 
in January. 


There being no further business upon motion made by Nomar NP4H and seconded by Brian KD2KLN a motion to 
adjourn was unanimously approved at 9:10 PM 


Respectfully submitted, 
James P. Jalil W2KNG, Secretary 
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